





The chains of Saltash

The chain worn by the Mayors of
Saltash is made of 18-ct. gold and
has 40 links.
Nineteen of the links are the same
type of shield. Three of them have
crests engraved on the front and the
names of the Mayors at the back.
The rest - except for one - record the
various Mayors, but one records a
Town Clerk, F. W. P. Cleverton,
who was in office from 1845 to
1883. One of the shields is not made
in 18-ct. gold.
The middle shield is of a different
shape and records the ancient Water
Court when ended on December
31st, 1893. It carries an ancient ship
but with only one mast carrying a
furled sail (the seal usually has a
three-masted ship). The mast carries
rigging and crossed oars. Fore and
aft are posts flying triangular flags,
The Mayors Chains as does the single mast. There is no
anchor, nor wavy line, but just a bar.
From that shield is attached the fob. The seal on the medallion is based on the common
seal used until 1886. It is in the shape of a St. John's cross with a raised circular container
in the centre. (Some people suggest the container was for snuff - more likely it held the
seal). The lid of the container shows the seal bordered by the words "Sigillum Saltasche
Cornwaile". The centre shows a lion shield and supporters with a prince's coronet above.
The supporters are ostrich feathers, associated with the Duke of Cornwall, and the base is
water shown by wavy lines.
Connecting the arms of the cross are leaves. The fob is detachable.
The remaining twenty links carry three different patterns—a lion passant, a leaf pattern,
and another depicting the rose, the thistle and the shamrock, the emblems of England,
Scotland, and Ireland, but there is no Welsh symbol.
Only seven of them carry inscriptions, but one is unusual—it records: "In memory of John
Porter, Alderman 1585. Wm. Porter, Member Corpn. 1714. Philip Porter, Member Corpn.
1878, 1884".
The Mayor wears full regalia on very few occasions, but the chain is in constant use when
visiting the various organisation, concerts, fetes, and at the Town Council meetings.
The Mayoral chain weighs 500 grams, and the Mayoress's chain 260 grams.

Saltash is one of the few towns possessing a chain for the Mayoress, and it attracts much
attention at the various functions.



It consists of nine different links, each commemorating an event in Saltash since 1919.
The fob is in the shape of a Maltese cross with a copy of the seal of the Water Court in the
centre. This depicts a three-masted ship facing left with sails furled and anchored by the
bow. It is bordered by the words "Sigillum Aquate Saltasche". It was presented by the
Mayor at that time, Cllr. J. H. Pooley, J.P., and it was his hope that succeeding mayors
might add a link and so form a Mayoress's chain. His name appears on the fob. In 1922
Mrs. A. Grenfell's name appeared on a gold emblem showing the fouled anchor
surmounted by a crown and supported by the two ostrich feathers associated with the
Duke of Cornwall.

In 1923 Engineering Captain
Bishop tried to revive the oyster
fishing, and Mrs. Bishop's emblem
shows the oyster shell on a fouled
anchor and supported by two
dolphins.

1924 saw the re-building of the
Guildhall during the Mayoralty of
Ald. Lander. His Mayoress was
Mrs. E. Vosper and the emblem is
that of the Guildhall.

The Fire Engine records the office
held by Mr. Venn who was captain
of the Brigade, and many of the
older citizens still remember
"Mary" the fire engine.

Mrs. W. P. Drury has her name recorded on the emblem showing St. Nicholas' Church
which, during her husband's term of office was renovated and then passed out of the
custody of the Borough Council. The Mayor still has a reserved seat in the church and
maintains the right to ask for the bells to be rung, up to a certain humber.

Mrs. Venn's name appears once again as Mayoress to Ald. Howard, 1932/33, when the
Town Pier was renovated and so appears on the emblem.

The two saints guarding the boundary stone commemorate the joining of the two parishes
—Saltash and St. Stephen's—in 1934. The boundary stone is a replica of the one on the
Callington Road, about 250 yards south of the Holland Inn. The two figures represent St.
Nicholas and St. Stephen.

Mrs. H. J. Davy was Mayoress at the time of the Silver Jubilee of King George V., and it
is with pleasure that we can record that today Saltash has two Silver Jubilee Mayors—
ClIr. Herbert Davy and CllIr. Victor Harding.

The remaining two links carry no names; instead they record two memorable events—the
opening of the Tamar Road Bridge in 1961, and the final voyage of the Saltash Floating
Bridge.

Mayoresses wear the chain with pride, and it is verily a picture-book of Saltash in gold.

Saltash Mayoress Chains

May Fayre and Pageant programme 1978



Station Valance

During the refurbishment of the
station building we have been
keeping a photographic record of
the progress and have been able to
assist CORMAC, the contractors
with information from our archive.
One example is the valance that
surrounds the canopy over the door
on the road side of the building.
Over the years this had
deteriorated to a point where it was
unrecognisable.

A search through our archive came
up with a couple of images of this
little photographed part of the
building.

Most railway stations incorporated
valances somewhere on their
stations, usually around the
platform canopy or waiting shelter.
Every railway company had their
own distinctive pattern of valance
and originally there were many
thousands of railway companies
both large and small. There were
even variants within companies as
different local contractors were

responsible for the construction of
individual stations.

The two photographs  (left)
provided enough information for
CORMAC to have a valance
manufactured that was as close to
the original and in keeping with
the building.

There are many more examples
where CORMAC have pulled out
the stops to ensure that the
character of the building is kept.



The new valance now in place over the
main door on the approach road. You

- can make your own judgement on how it
‘%ﬁ ‘& . looks.

How it was....



Make your own Roof-Cat

I think | mentioned last time that | had
been asked to make a soft-toy cat to sit
on the roof of the Anderson Shelter for
our up-coming exhibition. Well he's
now been created and it has been
suggested that some of our members
might like to make a roof-cat of their
own, so here's the pattern I used. The
cloth was from a child's dress that |
found in a charity shop. | made the
eyes from polymer clay, varnished
with Mod Podge, and the whiskers are
wire. None of these are suitable for a
child to play with, so if you want to
make a roof-cat for a child, please do
use safe accessories and/or embroider
the features. Have fun!

Instructions:
Enlarge all three pattern pieces to whatever size you like.

Cut out 2 x head pieces, 2 x body pieces and 1x tail piece allowing an extra quarter inch
all around for sewing. Fleece fabric would work well, or any other slightly stretchy,
moderately thick fabric.

Add the facial features to one head piece, attaching or sewing them on firmly.

With the right sides together on the inside, sew all around the head, close to the cut edges,
leaving a small gap between the ears and turn it inside out. Fill the head with polystyrene
beads, uncooked rice or wheat grains, sand, chopped up pieces of fleece, sponge or
something similar. Stitch the gap closed.

With the right sides together on the inside, sew all around the 2 body parts, including the
slits which separate the legs from the body and between the 2 front legs, leaving a small
gap at the bottom for turning inside out. Fill the body with the same stuff as you used for
the head and stitch the gap closed.

Fold the tail in half along the dotted line, right side on the inside, and sew across the
narrow end and all down the side, leaving the wide end open. Turn inside out and fill the
tail loosely so that it will curl, before stitching the end closed.

Sew the tail onto the body between the 2 'Y's.
Attach the head to the body at the 3 points marked X",

Congratulations, you have made your very own roof-cat.



SEW YOUR OWN ROOF-CAT

(You can make
your cat any size
by enlarging or
reducing all 3
pattern pieces)

Body: cat 2

If you would like an A4 copy of the pattern please call into Saltash Heritage when we
reopen and you can pick up a plan from the museum.

Sharon’s talent does not stop with cats.
When we put out an appeal for rabbits to
live in a hutch in the back yard, it was
Sharon who came to the rescue and
produced not one but three rabbits. They
are at present guarding the office but will
re-locate as soon as the hutch is
furnished.

The rabbits are so cute I couldn’t resist

giving them names so picked names that
are appropriate and simple so called

Monday, Wednesday and Friday

Because that’s when they are on the menu
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saLTAsy SALTASH HERITAGE

17, Lower Fore Street, Saltash

/ |§ \ Cornwall, PL12 6)Q
tel. 01752 848466
HERITACS) MEMBERSHIP FORM April 20/21
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PN [ [ (<1 ORI

.................................................. Post Code: ...oveveiieeeeeeeaaan.

Emiailscnsanmmunannnnnmsmasassimssisesmiieni s
TElePONE: wousssussasesissismemmvimsmsvss s s ot e R AR sas
Please tick as appropriate

|:| | wish to renew/apply for membership of Saltash Heritage

D I will pay by annual standing order.

I enclose £10 (single) or £15 (double) annual membership fee
(Please make cheques payable to “Saltash Heritage”)

Signed: wussnanssinsraaianime Date; «svisisinsasisg

Please fill out this form and send it (with your cheque if
paying that way) to: The Membership Secretary,
Saltash Heritage, 17, Lower Fore Street, Saltash PL12 6)Q,
or take it into the museum, Thank you.
Membership cards can be collected from the museum.

Visit our website: www.saltash-heritage.org.uk



Gift Aid Declaration
SALTASH HERITAGE

Registered Charity No. 297525

DETAILS OF DONOR:

I want Saltash Heritage to treat all donations and/or membership subscriptions
that I have made since April 2012 and all donations and/or membership
subscriptions that | make from the date of this declaration until I notify you
otherwise, as Gift Aid donations.

SIGNALUTE! suvss crermursnsimsensspiresnsunessss mssssensamasars s esonssns DAte ooovsevsummmmansmmunrssunsersnons

When completed, please send the above form to the Membership Secretary
with your subscription renewal and/or donation, or to the Hon. Treasurer at
Saltash Heritage, 17, Lower Fore Street, Saltash, PL12 6)Q. Thank you.

NOTES:

1. You must pay an amount of income tax at least equal to the tax that the charity
reclaims on your subscriptions and/or donations in the tax year.

2. You can cancel this declaration at any time by notifying the charity.

3. If, in the future, your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your income
equal to the tax that the charity reclaims, you should cancel your declaration.

4. If you pay tax at the higher rate, you can claim further tax relief on your self-
assessment tax return.

5. Please notify Saltash Heritage if you change your name or address.



