




A Scholar  
 

My Great Grandfather Bertie Chubb was born in Forder in 1884 and lived most of his life 

in St Stephens and Saltash. 

  

 
 

He went to school 

at Longlands and St 

Stephens and would 

pay a penny a week 

to attend.  In 1894 

Bertie received this 

school report from 

St Stephens School, 

which he must have 

been proud of and 

kept framed.  Bertie 

passed away at his 

home in Wayfield 

Terrace, Saltash in 

1959 and I am 

pleased that his 

treasured report has 

now been passed to 

me.    
Andrew Barrett 

Boys class Longlands School c1890 



John Edward Tamlin 
 

Recently someone pointed out a grave in St. Stephens-by-Saltash Churchyard as they 

thought it could be a Saltash Civilian WW2 Blitz Casualty who would possibly be missed 

during the proposed Saltash Civilian WW2 Casualty Commemoration. 
 

 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF  

OUR DEAR SON 
JOHN EDWARD TAMLIN, 

WHO DIED BY ENEMY ACTION 
APRIL 21ST 1941, AGED 43 YEARS 

ALSO CATHERINE, MOTHER OF 
THE ABOVE, DIED JULY 1ST 1946 

AGED 82 YEARS. R.I.P 

 

 
 

Research shows a Civilian John Edward Tamlin ‘Commemorated in perpetuity by the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission’ as: 
 

JOHN EDWARD TAMLIN 
Civilian War Dead who died on 21 April 1941 Age 43 

Home Guard; Firewatcher; of 4 Osborne Villas, Stoke, Devonport. 
Son of John Edward and Catherine Tamlin, of Ardnaree, 

Belle Vue Road, Saltash, Cornwall. 
Died at junction of Exmouth Road and Devonport Park. 

Remembered with Honour 
PLYMOUTH, COUNTY BOROUGH. 

He was a Plymouth, not Saltash, WW2 casualty. Probably was buried at St. Stephens-by-

Saltash because his parents lived in Saltash. 
His Death Certificate gives his cause of death as        “due to war operations”. 

If he died whilst on Home Guard duty, then maybe he should be commemorated in 

perpetuity as a Home Guard member, not Civilian casualty and his grave recognised as a 

War Grave.  Enquiries are ongoing. 
Peter Clements 



Jordan Hirst 
 

Originally from 

Cornwall, Jordan Hirst 

studied piano with Leith 

Kassier before attending 

Cardiff University and 

graduating with first 

class honours. After 

receiving scholarships 

from both Cardiff 

University and the 

Ralph Vaughan 

Williams Trust, he 

completed his master's 

degree at the same 

university the following 

year. In 2017, he began 

studying for his PhD in 

composition at Bristol 

University as a result of 

being offered a full 

scholarship by the 

university focusing on 

the incorporation of 

folklore from Canada 

and Cornwall studying 

under Michael Ellison 

and John Pickard. 

He has worked with 

professional ensembles 

such as Psappha, The BBC National Orchestra of Wales, Royal Northern Sinfonia, 

Kokoro ensemble, Bristol University New Music ensemble, Carducci Quartet, Marsyas 

Trio, Lontano, BBC Singers, and has had works played in Hoddinott Hall, the National 

Museum of Wales, Kings college London, and Sage Gateshead. Jordan has been 

commissioned by the Bristol Contemporary Music Venture, Bristol New Music Festival 

and Ty Cerdd. Jordan was awarded a residency at Endelienta, St Endellion, for one week 

last year, and has recently taken part in Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra Composer's 

Day working with Sally Beamish. Jordan is currently working with Psappha again 

towards a Youtube video of a piece for solo bassoon, as well as a commission for solo 

viola da gamba due to be premiered in St David's Hall in May. Jordan is also this year's 

recipient of the Paul Mealor Award for Young Composers and following an award 

cerermony in June, will have a commissioned piece premiered by Jeremy Huw Williams 

in October.         
 F J Pearn 

 



A trio of Firsts  
 

The first woman recorded as having been issued the General Service Medal (1793 – 1840) 

was Jane Townsend serving on board HMS DEFIANCE, a 74 gun, ship of the line 

engaged in the battle of Trafalgar  21 October 1805. It is not explained what she was 

doing in a King’s ship,  

 

Mrs McKenzie was on board the first rate HMS TREMENDOUS during a battle in the 

Atlantic against the French Fleet (‘The Glorious First of June’ 1794), gave birth to a son. 

The baby was later baptised Daniel Tremendous McKenzie! His application for the Naval 

General Service Medal, clasp ‘1st of June’, was not made until 1848. Daniel must have 

been, and no doubt still is, the only person in any white ensign navy to have been awarded 

a medal for a battle fought on the day he was born. 

 

The first clergyman in the history of the Royal Navy ever to receive a medal was Thomas 

Morgan who served in H.M.S. ALFRED, also in `The Glorious First of June’ action.  

In 1798, he was in the 74-gun ‘Mars’, under Captain Alexander Hood, when she was 

involved in a fiercely fought single-ship action against the French 74-gun ‘Hercule’ off 

the Brittany coast. This had only just been built and was intercepted making its way north 

to join the French fleet at Brest. 'Hercule' eventually surrendered after losing more than 

300 men. When the French captain came on board the ‘Mars’ he presented his sword to 

Morgan, who took it below to the mortally wound Hood. 

 

 
The victory of Lord Howe 1

st
 June 1794 



Trenches and bore holes 
 

Early this year a number of trenches and bore holes were dug at the Waterside between 

Ashtorre and the Sailing Club after the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 

Government awarded a grant of £50k under the Coastal Revival Fund to examine 

redevelopment improvements for the waterfront. 

 

The map that was produced showed the 

locations of the proposed test pits and 

bore holes along the shore side of the 

beach so I nipped down to watch (you 

never know what’s lurking below the 

surface in a historical area). The first test 

pit went in at the location marked on the 

map near to the Sailing Club. Chatting to 

the man with the clip board he told me 

that they were ascertaining the depth and 

structure of the sea wall for future flood 

defences and were quite happy for me to 

take photographs. 

I knew that the second test pit dig,  

(TP01) was planned for the corner of the 

green close to the beach so nipped into 

town for an hour then popped back to see 

how the second trench was progressing.  

Digging was progressing well but not 

where I expected it. This test pit was not 

in the planned location but on the other 

side of the green adjacent to Tamar St. 

(bottom picture). I took a few pictures and 

mentioned that I thought this test pit was 

supposed to be on the opposite side of the 

Green close to the sea wall. 

The chap with the clip board was quite 

chatty and explained to me that to get the 

digger there it would mean driving it 

across the green and as the ground was 

soft after recent rain the digger would 

churn up the grass and they would have to 

put right any damage so they were 

digging the test pit where the digger could 

stand on hard ground i.e. a parking space 

in Tamar St.  

Well I suppose one hole looks very much 

like another! 

 



 
Map showing the location of the proposed test pits and bore holes along the side of the 

river. TP01 being on the river side of the green. The red arrow points to the location 

where the test pit was actually dug.   

Bruce 



 

Lauris Richards 


